
 

 

Owl Class 
Year 1 and 2 history curriculum 

 
Cycle A 
 

Who’s That Trip Trapping Over My Bridge? Global Explorers Ready, Grow, Sow 

Travel and transport - Pearsons Unit Significant explorers - Twinkl Local history - Farming?? 

 
Cycle B 

Commotion in the Ocean Panic on Pudding Lane What makes me, me? 

The Gunpowder Plot - Twinkl The Great Fire of London - Pearsons Unit How should we remember Pocahontas? - 
Pearsons Unit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Autumn | Cycle B | Commotion in the Ocean 
The Gunpower Plot 

Les
son 

Enquiry 
Question 

You will learn (Knowledge) National curriculum Vocabulary 

1 Who was Guy 
Fawkes? 

● Some facts about Guy Fawkes. 
● What he looked like and the clothes he wore. 
● Pick some items that Guy Fawkes might have 

used in 1605.  
● Tell the difference between objects that Guy 

Fawkes could have used when he lived, 
compared with what he might have used today. 

Pupils should be taught about the lives of 
significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements.  
Children should understand some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is represented 
(Historical interpretation). 
Children should ask and answer questions, using 
other sources to show that they know and 
understand key features of events (Historical 
investigation). 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. (Communicating) 

 
London 

Plot 
Gunpowder 

Catholic 
Protestant 
Guy Fawkes 

King James I 

2 What were the 
problems for 
the plotters? 

● Talk about who some of the Gunpowder 
plotters were, why and how they wanted to 
carry out their plan.  

● Imagine and act out what the plotters may 
have talked about when they were planning 
their Gunpowder Plot. 

Pupils should be taught about the lives of 
significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international 
achievements.  
Changes within living memory. 
Children should ask and answer questions, using 
other sources to show that they know and 
understand key features of events (Historical 
investigation).  



 

 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time. They should know where the 
people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework (Chronological 
understanding). 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. (Communicating) 

3 How did the 
Gunpowder Plot 
end? 

● Tell you some of the key facts of the 
Gunpowder Plot, such as who was involved, 
when and why it happened.  

● Put the events of the Gunpowder Plot into the 
correct order.  

Changes within living memory. 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time. They should know where the 
people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework (Chronological 
understanding). 

4 What happened 
directly after 
the Gunpowder 

Plot? 

● Think of some questions I would like to ask 
Thomas Percy.  

● Create my own version of a wanted poster for 
Thomas Percy, based on the King’s 
Proclamation of 5th November 1605. 

Changes within living memory. 
Children should ask and answer questions, using 
other sources to show that they know and 
understand key features of events (Historical 
investigation). 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. (Communicating) 

5 How is the 
Gunpowder Plot 
remembered in 
this country 
and how has 
bonfire night 

● Discuss what I notice in photographs and 
pictures of bonfire nights from the past.  

● I can recite the ‘Remember, Remember…’. 
rhyme about the Gunpowder Plot.  

● I can create my own poster showing what I 
have learnt about the Gunpowder Plot.  

● I can tell you some interesting facts about 

Changes within living memory. 
Children should ask and answer questions, using 
other sources to show that they know and 
understand key features of events (Historical 
investigation). 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases relating to the 



 

 

changed over 
the years? 

the Gunpowder Plot. passing of time. They should know where the 
people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework (Chronological 
understanding). 
Pupils should identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life in different 
periods 

6 Unit check out To perform parts of the Gunpowder Plot to show aht 
I know and understand about it. 

Changes within living memory. 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. (Communicating) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring | Cycle B | Panic on Pudding Lane 
The Great Fire of London 

Les
son 

Enquiry 
Question 

You will learn (Knowledge) National curriculum Vocabulary 

1 How can we 
safely build 

a fire? 

● How to spot risks 
when lighting a fire.   

Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
Pupils should be taught about changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

Cause 
Consequence 

Drought 
Evidence 

Extinguish 
Eyewitness 
Flammable 

Fuel 
Hazard 

 

2 What were 
the 

problems 
with London 

in 1666? 

● How to describe 
London in 1666. 

● Why some problems 
in 17th-century 
London made the fire 
more dangerous. 

● How to take 
information from 
historical sources 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time.  
Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 



 

 

and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

3 What 
happened 
and how do 
we know? 

● The names of 
important people and 
places involved in the 
fire. 

● How to create a 
simple timeline and 
put the key events of 
the Great Fire into 
order. 

● How to recognise 
different types of 
historical sources, 
including eyewitness 
accounts. 

● How to decide if a 
historical source is 
useful. 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time.  
Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

4 What did 
eyewitnesse
s say about 
the Great 

Fire? 

● How to read 
eyewitness accounts. 

● How to take the right 
information from 
eyewitness accounts 

Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 



 

 

5 What are 
causes and 
consequence
s? 

● How to find causes. 
● How to explain why a 

cause made a 
consequence more 
likely. 

● How to connect the 
causes of an event. 

Pupils should be taught about changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 
Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

6 Why did 
the Great 
Fire of 
1666 spread 
so easily? 

● How to answer the 
question ‘Why did the 
Great Fire of 1666 
spread so easily?’ 

Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

Summer | Cycle B | What makes me, me? 
How should we remember Pocahontas? 

Les
son 

Enquiry 
Question 

You will learn (Knowledge) National curriculum Vocabulary 

1 How can we 
find out 

whether a 
story is real 

or 
imaginary? 

● making a personal 
timeline. 

● using evidence to 
make guesses about 
someone. 

● the importance of 
evidence in writing 
history 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time. 
Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods. 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

Artefact 
Colony 

Colonist 
Evidence 
Kidnap 

Powhatan 
Remarkable 
Significant 
Territory 



 

 

and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 

Virginia 
 

2 What makes 
a person 

historically 
important? 

● the idea of 
‘significance’ when we 
talk about people in 
history. 

● getting information 
from historical 
sources.  

Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods. 
Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms 
Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

3 Do you know 
the life 
history of 
Pocahontas? 

● important events in 
Pocahontas’ life. 

● how to back up 
historical accounts 
with evidence. 

● why we think some 
people from history 
are important. 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time 
Pupils should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 
of life in different periods. 
Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 



 

 

their own locality. 

4 What was 
life like for 
Pocahontas 

and the 
Powhatan 
people? 

● the lives of the 
Powhatan people 
during Pocahontas’ 
life. 

● how evidence about 
the past does not 
always give us the full 
story 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time 
Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

5 Why did 
the 
colonists 
leave 
England and 
risk their 
lives in 
North 
America? 

● why some English 
people travelled to 
North America in the 
1600s. 

● why the English 
colonists and 
Powhatan people 
fought. 

Pupils should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Pupils should be taught about changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 
these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 
Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 

6 Why should 
we 
remember 
Pocahontas? 

● how Pocahontas 
helped people or 
changed lives. 

● why Pocahontas was 
unusual or remarkable 

Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who 
have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in different periods. 
Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in 
their own locality. 



 

 

for her time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


