
 

 

Otter Class 
Year 3 and 4 history curriculum 

 
Cycle A 

Topic Rock and Roll China’s Building Blocks Light it up! 

Pearsons Unit Prehistoric Britain Shang Dynasty Ancient Greece 

 
Cycle B 

Topic Gruesome Guts Extreme Earth Raid, Invade and Stayed 

Pearsons Unit Roman Britain Anglo-Saxons Vikings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Autumn | Cycle B | Gruesome Guts  
Roman Britain 
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Less
on 

Enquiry Question You will learn (Knowledge) National Curriculum Coverage Vocabulary 

1 How did the 
Roman Empire 

become so 
successful? 

● What the extent of the Roman 
Empire was at its peak. 

● How Rome was governed as a 
republic. 

● When Rome became a republic and 
an empire 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

Amphitheatre 
Aqueducts 
Barbarian 
Citizens 

Client kings 
Culture 
Emperor 
Empire 
Latin 

rebellion 

2 How did the 
Romans invade 

Britain? 

● How the battle tactics of the Celts 
and Romans compared. 

● What weapons and armour the Celts 
and Romans used. 

● Why tribal leaders agreed to 
become client kings and pay taxes 
to the Romans. 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

3 How did Britain 
change under the 

Romans? 

● How the Romans changed the 
British landscape.  

● How the Romans changed British 
culture. 

● How the Romans changed British 
beliefs. 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 



 

 

4 Can you plan your 
own Roman town? 

● How the Romans organised their 
towns. 

● What new types of buildings the 
Romans brought to Britain. 

● What the amphitheatre was. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

5 Which factors 
were most 

important in the 
fall of the Roman 

Empire? 

● The different factors that caused 
the fall of the Roman Empire. 

● Which factor was most responsible 
for causing the fall. 

● The key dates and events of the 
rise and fall of the Roman Empire. 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  
The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

6 Unit check out Assessment: How far do you agree with 
the following statement? ‘Life for most 
Britons didn’t change much when the 
Romans came to Britain.’ 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring | Cycle B | Extreme Earth 
Anglo-Saxons 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

Less
on 

Enquiry Question You will learn (Knowledge) National Curriculum Coverage Vocabulary 

1 How did control 
of Britain change 
after the Romans 

left? 

● Who was living in Britain after the 
Romans left 

● Where the Germanic tribes who 
settled in Britain came from 

● What peoples lived in Britain after 
the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. 

Anglo-saxons 
Celts/Britons 
Christiantity 
Heptarchy 
Kingdoms 

Pagans 
Picts 

Rebellion 
Scots 

2 What was life 
like in 

AngloSaxon 
Britain? 

● What Anglo-Saxon villages were like 
● What the Anglo-Saxons believed 
● How the Anglo-Saxons became 

Christian 

 

3 Who ruled Anglo-
Saxon Britain? 

● What the seven kingdoms of Anglo-
Saxon Britain were 

● What the most famous kings 
achieved 

 



 

 

● What kinds of weapon the Anglo-
Saxons used in battle 

4 What can written 
sources tell us 
about life in 
Anglo-Saxon 

Britain? 

● Why this period is sometimes called 
the Dark Ages 

● What our primary forms of 
evidence and information about the 
period are 

● What the three main written 
sources about Anglo-Saxon Britain 
are 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information. They should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 
A local history study 

5 Can you design an 
Anglo-Saxon 

burh? 

● What threat resulted in the 
building of burhs 

● Which former burh settlements 
still exist as towns 

● What features an Anglo-Saxon burh 
had 

 

6 Unit check out Assessment: How did the Anglo-Saxons 
change life in Britain? 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer | Cycle B | Raid, Invade and Stayed 
Vikings 

Less
on 

Enquiry Question You will learn (Knowledge) National Curriculum Coverage Vocabulary 

1 Why did the 
Vikings raid and 
invade Britain? 

● Where the Vikings came from. 
● What raiding was. 
● Why the Vikings raided and invaded 

Anglo-Saxon England 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

Convert 
Danegeld 
Danelow 
Enslave 

Monastery 
Pagan 

Peace treaty 
Plunder 

Raid 
Vikings 

 

2 Who were the 
Norse gods? 

● Who the main Norse gods were. 
● What the saga of Odin’s eye is 

about. 
● What happens in the saga of the 

death of Balder. 

 

3 Why did Alfred ● Who King Alfred was. They should regularly address and sometimes devise 



 

 

sign a treaty with 
Guthrum? 

● Why Guthrum and his army were a 
threat. 

● How Guthrum became Athelstan. 

historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

4 Was Alfred right 
to make a deal 

with the Vikings? 

● Why Viking raids stopped. 
● What happened to the Danelaw. 
● Who King Canute was 

 

5 What were the 
similarities and 

differences 
between Norse 

and Anglo-Saxon 
beliefs? 

● What the Anglo-Saxons believed in. 
● What the similarities were between 

Anglo-Saxon and Norse beliefs. 
● What the differences were 

between Anglo-Saxon and Norse 
beliefs. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

6 Unit check out Assessment: ‘The Vikings were not just 
bloodthirsty warriors.’ What evidence do 
we have to support this view? 

 

 


