
Autumn | Cycle A | Rock and Roll 
Prehistoric Britain 
Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Less
on 

Enquiry Question You will learn (Knowledge) National Curriculum Coverage Vocabulary 

1 What was life 
like during the 

Ice Age? 

● Which animals lived during the Ice 
Age. 

● Which of these species have 
become extinct. 

● How early humans made use of 
woolly mammoths. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
 

Archaeologist 
Bronze 
Extant 
Extinct 
Evolve 
Glacier 

Homo sapiens 
Ice age 

Neanderthals 
Ore 

 

2 What tools did 
early humans 

use? 

● What the three eras of the Stone 
Age were. 

● What the different species of early 
humans were. 

● What tools humans used in the 
Stone Age. 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

3 What was life 
like in a Stone 

Age settlement? 

● What life was like for hunter-
gatherers.  

● Why early humans began to settle. 
● What Neolithic settlements were 

like. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

4 Why was bronze 
used for tools 
and weapons? 

● How the Beaker People got their 
name. 

● Which metals are used to make 
bronze. 

● What the advantages and 
disadvantages of bronze tools and 
weapons are. 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources. 



5 What can we 
learn from Skara 
Brae and other 

Stone Age sites? 

● How people learn about the past. 
● What Skara Brae is, and what we 

can learn from it. 

 

6 Unit check out Assessment: What were the major 
differences between the different eras of 
the Stone Age? 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Spring | Cycle A | China’s Building Blocks 
Shang Dynasty 
The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China. 

Less
on 

Enquiry Question You will learn (Knowledge) National Curriculum Coverage Vocabulary 

1 How did the 
Shang Dynasty 

begin?  

● Where the Shang Dynasty was 
located. 

● How the Shang Dynasty was 
created. 

● Why Emperor Tang was popular. 

 Amphitheatre 
Aqueducts 
Barbarian 
Citizens 

Client kings 
Culture 
Emperor 
Empire 
Latin 

rebellion 

2 Who was Fu Hao, 
and how do we 

know about her? 

● Who discovered the tomb of Fu 
Hao. 

● What was in the tomb of Fu Hao. 
● Who Fu Hao was and what she did. 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information. They should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 

3 How did the 
Shang Dynasty 

end? 

● What the Shang Dynasty achieved. 
● Who King Zhou of Shang and Daji 

were. 
● How the Shang Dynasty ended. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. 

4 How did the 
Shang Dynasty 
create and use 

Chinese writing? 

● When Chinese writing was invented. 
● How Chinese characters are 

written. 
● What oracle bones were. 

 

5 What was life 
like for people in 

the Shang 
Dynasty? 

● The kinds of artefacts we find from 
the Shang Dynasty. 

● How historians and archaeologists 
use these artefacts. 

● What these artefacts tell us about 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information. They should understand how our 
knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources. 



how people lived in the Shang 
Dynasty. 

 

6 Unit check out Assessment: What do we know about the 
Shang Dynasty? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Summer | Cycle A | Light it up! 
Ancient Greece 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world. 

Less
on 

Enquiry Question You will learn (Knowledge) National Curriculum Coverage Vocabulary 

1 What do we know 
about Ancient 

Greece? 

● What Hellenes and Hellas mean. 
● What the key features of a Greek 

city-state were. 
● Who was able to vote in Greek 

democracy. 
● How to order major events on a 

timeline. 

 Agora 
Aristotle 

BCE 
Civilisation 
Golden age 

Hellas/Hellenes 
Polis 

2 What did the 
Ancient Greeks 

believe? 

● Why civilisations use myths. 
● What the different Ancient Greek 

gods were responsible for. 
● What the gods tell us about what 

was important to the Ancient 
Greeks. 

● To retell famous Greek myths 

 

3 Who was 
Alexander the 

Great? 

● What the states and lands were 
that Alexander conquered. 

● What made Alexander a great 
leader. 

 

4 How has Ancient 
Greece 

influenced our 
lives?  

● What and when the Golden Age of 
Ancient Greece was. 

● What Ancient Greeks achieved 
during this time. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 



● How the Golden Age of Greece 
influences our lives today. 

5 How equal was 
society in 

Ancient Greece? 

● What the differences were 
between Athens and Sparta. 

● What the role of women was in 
Ancient Greece. 

● What the role of enslaved people 
was in Ancient Greece. 

 

6 Unit check out Assessment: Describe two ideas from 
Ancient Greece that have lasted to the 
modern day. What are the differences 
between then and now? 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

 
 


