
 

 

Kestrel Class 
Year 5 and 6 history curriculum 

 
Cycle A 

Topic Cracking Kernow A population problem? Evolution and Expedition 

Pearsons Unit Local study Twentieth-century conflict 
 

Industrial revolution 

 
Cycle B 

Topic May the Force be with You It’s not all as it seems Brilliant Benin 

Pearsons Unit Civil rights Mediaeval monarchs - science link Benin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Autumn | Cycle B | May the Force be with you 
Civil rights 

Les
son 

Enquiry 
Question 

You will learn (Knowledge) National curriculum Vocabulary 

1 What was the 
United States 
of America like 
in the 1950s? 

 

● What ‘civil rights’ are. 
● What the Age of Consensus was. 
● Who the middle class of America were. 
● How equal American society was in the 

1950s.  

They should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 
They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information. They should understand how 
our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range 
of sources. 

Boycott 
Civil disobedience 

Civil rights 
Discrimination 
Federal laws 

Jim Crow laws 
Liberty 
NAACP 

Non-violence 
Segregation 

 

2 Why did Oliver 
Brown take the 
Board of 
Education to 
the Supreme 
Court? 

 

● What the Jim Crow laws were. 
● What the US Declaration of Independence 

says about equality. 
● What segregation was.  
● Why the NAACP focused on legal 

challenges throughout their movement. 

 

3 Why didn’t 
Rosa Parks give 
up her seat on 
the bus? 
 

● Who Rosa Parks was 
● How public transport was segregated in 

Montgomery. 
● How Rosa Parks challenged segregation in 

Montgomery. 
● What the Montgomery bus boycott was. 

 



 

 

4 Why did 3,200 
people march 
from Selma to 
Montgomery? 

 

● Whether the defeat of segregation ended 
discrimination in America. 

● How the American police treated 
protesters and activists. 

● What caused the march from Selma to 
Montgomery. 

● How the coverage of the march changed 
the minds of ordinary Americans 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance 

5 What is the 
Black Lives 
Matter 
movement and 
why is it 
needed? 

● What the state of race relations in the 
USA is today. 

● What the causes of the Ferguson protests 
were. 

● What the consequences of the Ferguson 
protests were. 

● How protest in the USA compares with 
that in the UK. 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms.  
They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance 
A local history study 

6 Unit check out Assessment: Non-violent protest is not enough. 
Do you agree? 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance. 
A local history study 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring | Cycle B | It’s not all as it seems 
Mediaeval Monarchs 
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Les
son 

Enquiry 
Question 

You will learn (Knowledge) National curriculum Vocabulary 

1 Why was there 
a succession 

crisis in 1066? 

● Who Edward the Confessor was. 
● What William, Harold, and Harald’s 

claims to the throne were. 
● What happened at the Battle of 

Hastings.  

 Baron 
Clergy 

Crusades 
Ecclesiastical 
Feudal system 

Knights 
Magna Carta 

Monarch 
Peasants 

Successor 

2 Who was 
responsible for 
the death of 

Thomas 
Becket? 

● Why Henry II needed to restore order. 
● What the ecclesiastical courts were. 
● What events led up to Thomas Becket’s 

death. 

 

3 Which king was 
worse, John or 
Richard? 

● What the main events of King Richard’s 
rule were. 

● What the main events of King John’s 
rule were. 

● What the Magna Carta was. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance 



 

 

4 What makes a 
great medieval 

monarch?  

● What qualities medieval monarchs 
needed.  

● How we can compare four medieval 
monarchs. 

● What their strengths and weaknesses 
were 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 
They should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 

5 How did power 
change during 
the medieval 
period? 

● Why there was conflict between the 
monarchy, the barons and the Church. 

● Why the Magna Carta was important. 
● How the power of the monarch changed 

during the medieval period. 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 
They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance 
 

6 Unit check out Assessment: Who was the greatest medieval 
monarch?  

They should note connections, contrasts and trends 
over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer | Cycle B | Brilliant Benin 
Benin 
A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

Les
son 

Enquiry 
Question 

You will learn (Knowledge) National curriculum Vocabulary 

1 How did the 
Benin Kingdom 

begin? 

● Where the Benin Kingdom was. 
● How the dynasty of the Obas 

began. 
● Who Ewuare the Great was. 
● Why the 1400s were considered 

the Golden Age of the Benin 
Kingdom. 

 Americans 
Cowrie shells 

Empires 
Enslaved people 

Guild 
Looted 
Moat 
Oba 

Officials 2 What was life 
like for the 

● How the Obas ruled the kingdom. 
● How rural life differed from life 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 



 

 

Edo people in 
the Benin 
Kingdom? 

in the city. 
● What the role of religion was. 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 
They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources 

Plantations 
 

3 How were 
trade links 
established and 
what goods 
were traded? 

● When trade between Benin and 
European countries began. 

● Which European countries Benin 
traded with 

● What was traded. 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources 

4 What was the 
transatlantic 
slave trade? 

● Which continents were involved 
in the transatlantic slave trade. 

● What journey enslaved Africans 
made. 

● How Britain benefitted from the 
slave trade. 

● What the impacts of the slave 
trade are 

They should note connections, contrasts and trends over 
time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance 

5 What can the 
Benin Bronzes 
teach us about 
the Benin 
Kingdom? 

● How guilds worked in the Benin 
Kingdom. 

● What primary sources tell us 
about life in the Benin Kingdom. 

● What secondary sources tell us 
about the Benin Bronzes’ 
reception in Europe. 

● Whether the Benin Bronzes 
belong in the British Museum 

They should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. They should understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range of sources 



 

 

6 Unit check out Assessment: What are the 
achievements of the Benin Kingdom? 

They should regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


