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Copy out these statutory spelling words using cursive handwriting. 

rhyme, rhythm, sacrifice, secretary  

Words spelt with a ‘soft c’ spelt ‘ce’ 

Now practise your spellings by writing some of your spelling words in sentences. 

Look Definition Write Write 

cemetery  
    

certificate  
  

celebrate    
necessary    
deceased    
December    
sacrifice       
hindrance       
nuisance    
prejudice    

prejudice 
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Curling For Dummies Cheat Sheet 

By Bob Weeks 

Curling has a rich history with many traditions that continue to this day. Though the 

origins of curling are unclear, most people regard Scotland as curling’s birthplace. Today, 

curling is played around the world, largely thanks to its introduction into the Olympics in 

1988. Because curling can seem complicated if you don’t know a lot about it, these articles 

help to explain the basics, from curling terminology to how scoring and other elements of 

the game work, and why curling is such a great sport to play. 

Curling Game Basics 

What is this game of rocks and brooms all about? Curling is a sport in which two teams of 

four players each slide 40-pound granite rocks (also called stones) down a sheet of ice 

toward a target at the other end. Each team tries to get more of its stones closer to the 

centre of the target than the other team. Read on for a complete breakdown of curling’s 

basic elements. 

 Throwing rocks: Each player on the team throws two stones in each end. (An end is 

similar to an inning in baseball.) Each team throws 8 stones in an end. The players 

alternate throwing with their opposite number, the player on the other team who 

plays the same position they do. 

 Curling rocks: When you throw a rock down the ice, depending on its rotation — 

which is applied intentionally — it will curl, or bend, one way or another. How much 

(or little) a rock curls or bends, depends largely on the conditions of the playing 

surface. 

 Sweeping: Sweeping makes a rock curl less and travel farther. The lead, second, and 

third all take turns sweeping the rocks. The skip, who is the team’s captain, is the 

only one who doesn’t regularly sweep stones. 

 Keeping score: Once all 16 rocks have been thrown down the narrow sheet of ice, the 

score for that end is counted based on the final positions of the stones in the house, 

(the group of circles on the ice that looks like a bull’s eye). Only one team can score 

in an end. A team scores one point for every rock that it has closer to the centre of the 

house than the other team. 

Strategy: Generally, the skip determines a rink’s strategy. During the game, the skip stands 

at one end of the sheet and tells his or her other three players where they should place their 

shots. A team’s strategy doesn’t always go according to plan! And that’s part of what 

makes curling so much fun. No two games are alike; the unpredictability is always 

appealing. 

 

 



Curling Match Terminology 

Curling, probably more than any other sport, has its own unique terminology (like hurry 

hard and burning a rock, among others). Here are the key curling words and phrases you 

need to know to blend in at your next bonspiel: 

 Blank end: An end where no points are scored. 

 Bonspiel: A tournament in which curlers compete. 

 Burning a rock: A rules infraction that happens when a player touches a stone as it’s 

traveling down the sheet. 

 Button: The very centre of the target rings or house. 

 Cashspiel: A tournament in which curlers compete for money. 

 Delivery: The action of throwing a stone to the other end of the playing surface. 

 Eight-ender: A perfect end where every one of the team’s stones scores a point. 

 End: The way a curling game is divided. An end is like an inning in a baseball game. 

A curling game has either eight or ten ends. 

 Gripper: The sole of one of your curling shoes. It helps you keep your footing on the 

ice. See slider. 

 Hammer: The last rock of the end. 

 Hack: The foothold in the ice you use to push off from when you deliver the stone. 

 House: Also known as the rings, this is the name of the giant bull’s eye at either end 

of the sheet of ice. It consists of a set of concentric circles, called the 12-foot, 8-foot, 

4-foot, and the Button. 

 Hurry hard: A directive given to sweepers by the skip or third, to begin sweeping. 

 Rink: A curling team; also the name of a curling facility 

 Rock: Also known as a stone, the granite playing utensil that a curler delivers. 

Regular-sized rocks weigh approximately 44 pounds. 

 Sheet: The frozen playing surface on which the game is played. 

 Slider: The sole of one of your curling shoes. It helps you move or slide along the ice. 

 Tee line: The line on the playing surface that runs through the middle of the house. 

 Weight: The amount of force used to deliver a stone. 

 

 

 



Great Reasons to Try the Sport of Curling 

Why should you take up curling? People who curl seem to share a certain fun-loving 

attitude toward this winter pastime. Even at national and world championships, players in 

the middle of a high-stakes game have been known to share a few laughs. (Imagine seeing 

that at a hockey or football game!) Here are some of the best reasons to curl: 

 You can play at any age. 

 Both sexes can play. (And curling with your significant other can be a lot of fun!) 

 The rules are easy to learn. 

 You don’t have to pay a lot to play. 

 Curling is good for your health. 

 Curling is wheelchair accessible. 

 

 



STAGE 6Unit focus: Sports Commentary
Text focus: Narrative

Hello everybody and welcome to the seventh annual Ice Animal Games. I’m courtside for the 

penguin curling, and I’m joined by three-ti me world champion Pongerina. We’ll get her views 

on the upcoming batt le between the fi ercest rivalry in penguin history: the Emperors and the 

Humboldts. We’re sti ll a few minutes away from the opening push, and the teams are taking their 

place at the hacks. What will be going through their minds right now, Pongerina?

Thanks for having me, Geoff ! You’re right, the Emperors and the Humboldts have a brutal rivalry 

going back nearly fi ve years to the now-infamous “duck incident” at the games in Iceland. As I’m 

sure you’ll remember, the Humboldts replaced their main slider penguin with a mallard duck which 

are well-known for their slippery bellies. The investi gati on was clearly corrupt, and they were found 

innocent. The Emperors never let it go. Right now, the Emperors will be thinking about ge�  ng their 

revenge. This is the fi rst ti me the two have met since Iceland, and the tension couldn’t be higher.

Great insight there Pongerina, although we do have to point out that you were one of the 

Emperors in the team that night, and your opinion is probably biased. Let’s not forget that you 

also replaced one of your brushes with a hedgehog on a washing pole. It seems the game is rife 

with cheats! Anyway, the Humboldts are taking their place at the end and are ready to slide their 

fi rst penguin down towards the house. For those who are unfamiliar with penguin curling, I should 

point out that each team takes it in turns to slide one of their members towards the end zone, 

rather than a heavy stone. The fi nal penguin must take a run up and slide themselves. It has to be 

one of the greatest spectacles in the animal kingdom. 

Up fi rst is Doreen, the Humboldt’s lead penguin. She’ll be sliding her teammate, Hector, towards 

the house. A hush falls over the crowd as they wait with bated breath (quite literally, there’s a lot 

of fi sh been eaten by this crowd). She closes her eyes and takes a beakful of fresh air. Hector is 

lying fl at on his stomach with his shatt er-proof goggles in place. He’s calmed himself down into a 

trance—obviously, he’s not allowed to move once he’s been shoved down the ice. That’s down to 

the others and their brushing technique. Hopefully, there are no hedgehogs out there today! 
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RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1. What type of penguin is Pongerina?

2. True or false: Hector is pushing Doreen down the ice.

3. What event is on later in the day?

4. Which two species of penguin have a fierce rivalry?

5. What is the name of the commentator?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
S How did the Emperor penguins cheat in the past?

I How does the commentator feel about the idea of the last penguin sliding themselves? 
How do you know?

V Which word tells you that Pongerina doesn’t think the investigation was fair?

S What does Doreen do before she throws Hector.

V Find and copy a word that tells you how Doreen is walking.

She sprints forward, her legs waddling on the ice in that familiar way penguins do when they walk. 

Doreen leans forward and releases Hector— now it’s all in the hands of the sweepers! 

Indeed it is Geoff, and that’s not a bad push from Doreen. It’s a bit light, but then you’d expect that 

from a species as weak as the Humboldts. You wait until you see Goran step up for the Emperors—

there’s a penguin who knows how to curl a sto-

I must interrupt you there Pongerina. This is some of the finest sweeping I’ve ever seen. The 

Humboldts have pulled Hector down to the house, and there’s no way he’s going further than the 

centre spot. That’s put him right on the money for those who are going to follow. It’s going to take 

one heck of a curl from the Emperors to shift him. If I’m any judge, I reckon that one move has 

won the Humboldts the match, and we’re not even on the second penguin yet. What do you think 

about that?

Pongerina?

Pongerina appears to have left the building, but I’m here to the bitter end. Join me after the break 

when Goran the Emperor will step up and try to regain some dignity for his team. Don’t forget to 

join us later for wildebeest water-skiing. 



Tuesday 9th March 2021 – Commentary & non-fiction week 

Read the text again and then write your answers in your book with the corresponding 

number to the question in the margin. 

RETRIEVAL FOCUS 

1. What type of penguin is Pongerina? 

2. True or false: Hector is pushing Doreen down the ice. Explain how you know, give evidence 

from the text. 

3. What event is on later in the day? 

4. Which two species of penguin have a fierce rivalry? 

 

VIPERS QUESTIONS 

5. S How did the Emperor penguins cheat in the past? 

6. I How does the commentator feel about the idea of the last penguin sliding themselves?  

How do you know? 

7. V Which word tells you that Pongerina doesn’t think the investigation was fair? 
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RETRIEVAL FOCUS 

1. What type of penguin is Pongerina? 

2. True or false: Hector is pushing Doreen down the ice. Explain how you know, give evidence 

from the text. 

3. What event is on later in the day? 

4. Which two species of penguin have a fierce rivalry? 

5. What is the name of the commentator? 

 

VIPERS QUESTIONS 

6. S How did the Emperor penguins cheat in the past? 

7. S What does Doreen do before she throws Hector. 

8. V Which word tells you that Pongerina doesn’t think the investigation was fair? 

9. V Find and copy a word that tells you how Doreen is walking 

10. I How does the commentator feel about the idea of the last penguin sliding themselves?  

How do you know? 

 


