
Terrific Toys and Games

Q3: Why is the big teddy not inside the  
toy box? Answer with a full sentence.

  
  
 

Q4: What is Jen doing? 
Answer with a full sentence.

  
  
 

Q1: Who is sitting on 
the mat?

Tick two.

Jen 

the big teddy 

the doll 

Zack 

Q2: Draw a 
line to match 
the word to 
the thing it 
describes.

 red                teddy     

 big                jigsaw

 fun                toy box

red toy box
big teddy

Zack
Jen

fun jigsaw

Step 1 Starting Reading Skills
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How To Play Marbles
Marbles have been used to play games for many years. 
The first ones were made of clay, stone or real marble. 
Victorian children loved to play marbles. Here is how 
you can play marbles with your friends.

You will need:

• a few marbles

• a small pouch to keep the marbles in

• some chalk

 
First, you need to draw a big circle on the floor outside 
using the chalk. 

Next, look at your marbles and choose one to be your 
shooter marble. This marble should be bigger than the rest. 
When you have chosen, put five of the other marbles in the middle 
of the circle you have drawn. 

Step 2 Developing Reading Skills

Q1: What were the first marbles made out of?  
Circle your answers.

wood stone plastic

clay glass real marble

Q2: What do you need to keep your marbles in? 
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When it is your turn, kneel down on the floor around the outside of the circle. 
The aim of the game is to try and hit as many of the other marbles out of 
the circle as you can. 

Flick your shooter marble with your thumb towards the other marbles. 
If you knock any of them out of the circle, you get to keep them and have 
another turn. 

Keep playing until all of the marbles have been knocked out of the circle and 
the circle is empty. The winner is the person with the most marbles at the 
end of the game. You should always give the marbles back unless the person 
tells you that you can keep them.

Q3: Which word describes the circle that you need to draw?

 

Q4: Which of these sentences are true? Tick two answers. 

 You need to draw a circle with paint. 

 You must put five marbles in the circle. 

 You can play the game while standing up. 

 Your biggest marble is your shooter marble.

Q5: Why should you always give the marbles back? 
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Q6: Number the sentences to show the order of the game. 
The first one has been done for you.

 Take turns to flick a shooter marble.

 Stop when all of the marbles have been knocked out of the circle.

1  Draw a big circle using chalk.

 Put five marbles in the middle of the circle.

 Decide who is the winner with the most marbles.
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Lady Lucy
“Daniel! There are so many toys on this floor that I 
can’t even see the carpet!” exclaimed Dan’s gran crossly, 
when she came into his bedroom.

It was true. Bleeping robots, flashing cars, remote controls 
and building blocks of every shape, colour and size 
covered the ground. Dan sat glumly in the middle of 
the mess. Even though he had so many toys, Dan was 
bored. 

“I’ve played with all of them a hundred times Gran,” he moaned. “It’s 
raining and I’ve got nothing to do. When is Mum coming home?” 

Gran put her arm around Dan. “Now, you know your mum has a lot of 
work on at the museum. She’d love to spend more time with you, but...”

“I know,” interrupted Dan. He wanted to say, “I just wish she cared as 
much about me as about that stupid museum of hers.” But he didn’t. 

Step 3 Building Reading Skills

Q1: Circle the four things that Gran could see on Dan’s bedroom floor.

remote controls teddies building blocks cars

fidget spinners robots trading cards board games

Q2: What is the weather like in this story? Tick one answer.

           sunny    snowy

           rainy     windy
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Just then Gran jumped up and from the way her face 
lit up, Dan knew she had an idea. “I’ve got just the job 
for you on a rainy day. It’s time you helped me clear 
out the attic!” Dan moaned but he knew that, once 
Gran had an idea, there was no use arguing with her.

Dan had never been up in the attic before. Everything 
was covered in a thick layer of dust and cobwebs hung 
from the dark, sloped ceiling. “I don’t like it up here, 
Gran. Can I tidy my room instead?” pleaded Dan.

“Don’t be silly,” scolded Gran “It just needs a little tidy up, that’s all... Oh 
drat, I’ve forgotten the bin bags, won’t be a minute!” Gran rushed down the 
ladder, leaving Dan alone in the attic. 

Q4: What did Gran forget to bring with her?
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Q3: How does Dan feel about Mum being at work?  
Explain your answer. 

  

  

 

Q5: Why do you think that Dan disliked being in the attic?      
Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
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The tiny attic window was casting a slit of light on a large rectangular box. 
The light made the box look as if it was glowing. Dan walked towards it 
and, without thinking, he lifted the lid.

Inside was a beautiful china doll. She didn’t look like any doll Dan had 
ever seen before. She had a pale, round face that looked hard and soft at 
the same time. She wore an old fashioned silk dress and had ringlets of hair 
that looked almost real. Her lips were painted red and her eyes were closed. 
As if spellbound, Dan picked her up. As he tipped her carefully forwards 
the eyes popped open, revealing bright blue glass. She looked as if she was 
about to speak. Dan almost laughed, nervously, at his own silliness.

Just then, he heard the words “Hello boy. I am Lady Lucy. Who, may I ask, 
are you?”

Q7: Why do you think that Dan had never seen a doll like this 
one before?
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Q6: “Don’t be silly,” scolded Gran. 
In this sentence, what do you think ‘scolded‘ means?

 
 

Q8: What do you think will happen next? 
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Q9: Number the following sentences to show the order that they appear 
in the text. The first one has been done for you.

 Gran put her arm around Dan.
1  Dan sat glumly in the middle of the mess.

 She looked as if she was about to speak.

 Dan had never been in the attic before.

 The light made the box look as if it was glowing.

 Inside was a beautiful china doll.
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