
Welcome to Lewannick CP School 
Curriculum Event 2 

Reading 
 

A love of life through a love of learning… 



Aims 

In this meeting, we will cover the following: 

 Expectations for reading in the new National 
Curriculum 

 The importance of reading 

 How we learn to read 

 How we teach reading in school 

 How you can support your child's reading  

 



National Curriculum 

In September 2014, a new National Curriculum became 
statutory in all local authority-maintained schools. 

'Levels' of attainment are no longer in existence and 
pupils are assessed under a grading system. 

Along with this change, the bar has been raised for 
learning, with expectations for progress and 
attainment, at their most challenging yet. 

 

http://lewannick.cornwall.sch.uk/school-info/curriculum/ 
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Statutory Assessment 

In June, Year 1 pupils will sit a phonics screening check. This a 
statutory test that must be completed. They have to decode 40 
words, some of which are pseudo-words. The pass rate has always 
been 32/40. Results of your child's test will be provided as part of 
their end of year report. 

Pupils take SATS (Statutory Assessment Tests) in Years 2 and 6 (end 
of Key stage 1 and 2). The tests are in Reading, Mathematics, and 
SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar). 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/439489/Sample_ks1_Englishreading_paper2_readingbooklet.p
df 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/439346/Sample_ks2_Englishreading_readingbooklet.pdf 
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The Importance of Reading 

Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one 
of the most powerful ways of improving academic 
standards in school. 

There can be few better ways to improve pupils' 
chances in school, or beyond, in the wider world, than 
to enable them to become truly independent readers. 

It is never too young to start the journey... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qU97IXT8MIs 
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What is Reading? 

Word Recognition 

The ability to recognise 
words presented in and 

out of context. 

The ability to blend 
letter sounds 

(phonemes) together 
to read words. 

Comprehension 

The ability to understand 
the meaning of the words 
and sentences in a text. 

The ability to understand 
the ideas, information and 

themes in a text. 

If a child understands what 
they hear, they will 

understand the same 
information when they 

read. 



How Do We Teach Reading in School? 

Phonics – predominantly in Reception and Year 1. This teaches 
the children the skill of decoding for word recognition. 

Shared reading - an interactive reading experience that occurs 
when pupils join in or share the reading of a book or other 
text, while guided and supported by the teacher. The teacher 
explicitly models the skills of proficient readers, including 
reading with fluency and expression. 

Guided reading - when teachers work with small groups of 
students reading at similar instructional levels, providing them 
with problem-solving support and level-appropriate texts. 

 



DARTS – Directed Activities Relating to Texts. Pupils 
complete activities that follow-up on what they have 
read. This includes assessment tasks and tests. 
 
Reading across the curriculum – pupils use their reading 
skills to find out about, broaden and deepen their 
knowledge across the range of subjects in the curriculum.    
Extended reading -  independent reading at length, to 
encourage stamina and pace. 
 
Class novels and stories – We have a story time, at least  
once a day, in every class. The teacher chooses a fiction 

text to read to the class.                                                     
 
Home readers – pupils bring home banded books and 

then 'free reader' books from school, matched to their 
reading ability. 



How you can support your child... 
Be an advocate of reading – share your enthusiasm and 
enjoyment;  

Read to them – you are your child's most powerful, influential 
role-model in these early years and they will learn from you; 

Support them with reading books and activities from school – 
a positive attitude will transcend to your child; 

Make reading visible - have books available in your home; 

Share books every day; 

Boys need to see that reading is something men do; 

Talk about books; 

Sit and listen - don’t do chores around the reader; 

Respect choices 

  



If your child gets stuck... 

Use phonics first. What sound does the word 
begin with? Can you say the sounds in the word? 
Blend them together. 
Read to the end of the sentence. What would 
make sense? 
What is the text about – what might fit here? 
Does it sound right? 
Look at the picture. Does it help? 



Independent Strategies by Jill Marie 
Warner  

When I get stuck on a word in a book, 
There are lots of things I can do. 
I can do them all, please, by myself; 
I don't need help from you.  
I can look at the picture to get a hint. 
Or think what the story's about. 
I can "get my mouth ready" to say the 
first letter.  
A kind of "sounding out". 
I can chop up the words into smaller 
parts, 
Like on or ing or ly, 
Or find smaller words in compound 
words 
Like raincoat and bumblebee. 

I can think of a word that makes 
sense in that place, 
Guess or say "blank" and read on 
Until the sentence has reached its 
end, 
Then go back and try these on: 
"Does it make sense?" 
"Can we say it that way?" 
"Does it look right to me?" 
Chances are the right word will pop 
out like the sun 
In my own mind, can't you see?  
If I've thought of and tried out most 
of these things 
And I still do not know what to do, 
Then I may turn around and ask 
For some help to get me through. 



The importance of questioning... 

Closed questions: 

Do you like this book?                                                                                        
Do you like this character?                                                                                
It’s a good story isn’t it?                                                                                   
Do you like reading?                                                                                           
Are you good at reading?                                                                                  
Do you like this kind of story? 

 

 

 

Change these questions so that  
the answers cannot be yes or no: 
 
What do you like about this book? 
What do you think of this character? 
Why do you think this is a good story? 
What’s great about reading? 
Why are you a good reader? 
What is it about these stories that you 
like so much? 



Discussing... 

Talk to your about what they are reading: 

Do you like this book; why? 

Who is your favourite character? 

Tell me about a character in the book. 

Which words tell you what the character is like? 

How would you feel? 

What do you think will happen next? 

What would you do? 

What have you learned about …… in your book? 

What can you tell me about…? 



Help them to develop their 
understanding (comprehension)... 

Finding information on the page. 

Being able to find information that is not on the page -  
looking for clues... 

Thinking about situations and predicting what might 
happen. 

Putting yourself in a character’s shoes and 
understanding what is going on from their viewpoint. 

Book talk to make your child think. 



Listening to your child read... 

Choose a quiet time and give your child your full 
attention; 

Give support if required using the strategies explained 
earlier; 

Explain the meaning of new words; 

Talk about the text using open questions. 

 



Reading to your child... 

Introduce your children to different types of books; 
classic fiction, chapter books, short stories, joke 
books, poetry, non-fiction. 
Read them the book that was your favourite when you 
were a child. 
Read slowly, with expression. Try to use different and 
funny voices for characters. 
Follow the words and read the story using the 
pictures. 
Talk about what is happening and what might happen 
next. Leave the story on a cliffhanger! 



 Remember... 

'The path of a reader is not a 
runway but more a hack through a 
forest, with individual 
twists and turns, entanglements 
and moments of surprise.' 
(Holden, 2004) 


