
Primary Curriculum from September 2014 
Year 6 

 
In Year 6, pupils follow the Primary Curriculum 2000 in English, Maths and Science . 
 
English and Communication: During Year 6 pupils will build upon previous learning and develop their understanding by developing 

skills in:  
Reading –This involves starting to learn how writers use different structures to create impact and use different techniques to make the text come alive. They 
will read extensively sustaining engagement with longer texts and discuss personal reading with others. They also compare how writers from different times 
and places present experiences and use language.  
Writing – this includes using different narrative techniques to engage and entertain the reader. They choose words and language drawing on their knowledge 
of literary features of formal and informal writing.  They use paragraphs and use punctuation to clarify meaning in complex sentences.  During the year they 
continue to develop a consistent and personal legible style. 
Spelling – they continue to learn to spell familiar words correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell difficult and unfamiliar words. They use a range of 
appropriate strategies to edit, proof read and correct spelling in their own work, on paper and on screen. 
Speaking and listening – the focus is upon presenting persuasive arguments and participating in whole-class debates. When working with others they 
understand how to use a variety of ways to criticise constructively and respond to criticism. 

 

Mathematics: During Year 6 pupils will build upon previous learning and develop their mathematical understanding further by developing 

skills in:  
Using and Applying mathematics – with a focus on solving multi-step problems, and problems involving fractions, decimals and percentages; they choose and 
use appropriate calculations. They suggest, plan and develop lines of enquiry; collect, organise and represent information, interpret results and review the 
methods they chose.  
Number – this includes working with positive and negative numbers and using decimal notation for tenths, hundredths and thousandths (up to three places). 
They simplify fractions and order a set of fractions. During the year they will work with decimals and find one quantity as a percentage of another. They 
continue to practise knowledge of multiplication facts and recognise that prime numbers have only two factors. 
Calculating – during the year they refine calculating mentally including numbers with decimals. They use efficient written methods to add and subtract, 
multiply and divide (including decimals). 
Understanding shape, measuring – this includes making and drawing shapes with increasing accuracy and drawing where a shape will be after reflection, 
translations, or rotation. They practise estimating angles, and use a protractor to measure and draw them, on their own and in shapes. They use metric units of 
measure and convert between units using decimals and read and interpret a range of scales on a range of measuring instruments.  
Handling Data – they describe and predict outcomes from data using the language of chance or likelihood. They solve problems by collecting, selecting, 
processing, presenting and interpreting data, using ICT where appropriate, then draw conclusions and identify further questions to ask. 



 
Scientific Understanding: During Year 6 pupils will build upon previous learning and develop their understanding further by developing 

skills in:  
Ideas and evidence: In Year 6 pupils learn to consider how scientists have combined evidence from observation and measurement with creative thinking to 
suggest new ideas. 
Investigative skills and planning: In Year 6 pupils learn to decide how to turn ideas into a form that can be tested and, where appropriate, make predictions 
using scientific knowledge and understanding. They choose what evidence to collect and what equipment to use. 
Obtaining and presenting evidence: In Year 6 pupils learn to make a variety of relevant observations and measurements using simple apparatus correctly. They 
decide when observations and measurements need to be checked and repeated to give more reliable data. They use tables, bar charts and line graphs to 
present results. 
Considering evidence and Evaluating:  In Year 6 pupils learn to make comparisons and to evaluate repeated results. They identify patterns in results and to use 
them to draw conclusions and to make further predictions. They will also learn to say whether the evidence supports any predictions they made. 

 
Learning in all the following subjects is planned from the New Primary Curriculum 2014 
 
Art and Design: During Year 6, pupils build upon previous learning and develop the ability to think critically and develop a more  

rigorous understanding of art and design. 
 

 Continue to progressively develop personal techniques including control and use of materials 

 Increasingly experiment through art with an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design 

 Create sketch books to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas, and collect visual material to help them to develop their ideas 

 Improve mastery of increasingly complex techniques through drawing, painting and sculpture with varying materials  

 Learn about the greatest artists, architects and designers in history  
 

Computing: During Year 6, pupils build upon previous learning and develop their computing skills whilst continuing to develop wider ICT skills 

across the curriculum. 
 Understand computer networks including the internet, how they can provide multiple services, such as the world wide web, and the opportunities they 

offer for collaboration and communication 

 Describe how internet search engines find and store data and be discerning in evaluating digital content  

 Respect individuals and intellectual property 

 Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to accomplish given goals, including collecting, ana-
lysing, evaluating and presenting data and information. 

 



Design and Technology: During Year 6, pupils build upon previous learning and technical knowledge to develop their creativity and im-

agination. Pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ 
needs, wants and values. It also includes evaluating the end product. 
 Understand, and where appropriate, use the design cycle of planning, developing prototypes, modifying, making and evaluating 

 Understand how to use constructive feedback to improve designs and what has been made, and use these to improve own work 

 Use textiles and materials to make a product 
 

Geography: During Year 6, pupils build upon previous learning, developing their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to 

enhance their locational and place knowledge by: 

 Contrasting North America or South America to the UK and other countries studied in previous years 

 Identifying the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle and time zones including day and night 

 Exploring physical geography including biomes and vegetation belts. 

 Exploring human Geography including the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

 Using 8 compass points confidently and accurately; 
 Using 4 figure co-ordinates confidently to locate features on a map. 
 Beginning to use 6 figure grid refs; use latitude and longitude on atlas maps. 
 Undertaking field and map work  

 

History: During Year 6, pupils build upon previous learning and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. 
Pupils develop and understanding of historical concepts, the methods of historical enquiry and gain historical perspective by studying: 

 Time period post-1066 of schools choice e.g. WW2, Victorians, Tudors 
 A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history - one chosen from: Early Islamic civilisation, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 

Mayan civilisation c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 
 

French: During Year 6, pupils 3 pupils start to learn how to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused 

on familiar and routine matters by: 

 Broadening vocabulary and develop an ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dic-
tionary 

 Writing phrases from memory and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

 Describing people, places, things and actions orally and in writing 



 Understanding basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the con-
gregation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ 
from or are similar to English. 
 

Music: During Year 6, pupils are engaged and inspired to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-

confidence, creativity and sense of achievement by: 
• Playing and performing in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voice and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, control and expression 
• Improvising and composing music using the inter-related dimensions of music separately and in combination 
• Listening with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
• Using and understanding the basics of staff and other musical notations 
• Appreciating and understanding a wide range of high quality live and recorded music from different traditions and from great musicians and composers 

Develop an understanding of the history of music 
 

PE: During Year 6, pupils become physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. They access o to compete in sport and other 

activities and learn to embed values such as fairness and respect by: 

• Using running, jumping, catching and throwing in isolation and combination 
• Playing competitive games at an appropriate level including football, netball, rounders, cricket, hockey, tennis 
• Applying basic principles suitable to these games for attacking and defending 
• Developing flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance through gymnastics and athletics 
• Performing dances using a range of movement patterns 
• Taking part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and as part of a team 
• Comparing performances to previous ones to achieve their personal best 

 

RE: During Year 6, pupils study in a more systematic way Christianity, Humanism and Judaism. Pupils will “learn about” and “learn from” religions 

and worldviews by: 

• Exploring ideas about the natural world and our place in it and relates them to religious and other beliefs “Beliefs and Questions/The journey of life and 
death” 

• Exploring ideas of what it is to be human and relates them to religious and other beliefs. “ Beliefs and Questions” 

 


