
Primary Curriculum from September 2014 
Year 5 

 
English: During Year 5, pupils will build upon previous learning and develop their understanding in:  

 
Reading by learning to 

Apply knowledge of morphology & etymology 
when reading new words  

Reading & discuss a broad range of genres & 
texts  

Identifying & discussing themes  
Make recommendations to others  
Learn poetry by heart  
Draw inference & make predictions  
Discuss authors’ use of language  
Retrieve & present information from non-fiction 

texts.  
Formal presentations & debates 

Writing by learning to 
Secure spelling, including. homophones, prefixes, 

silent letters, etc.  
Use a thesaurus  
write with legible, fluent handwriting  
Plan writing to suit audience & purpose  
Develop character, setting and atmosphere in 

narrative  
Use organisational & presentational features  
Use consistent appropriate tense  
Proof-reading  
Perform own compositions 

 

Grammar by learning to 

Use expanded noun phrases  
Use modal & passive verbs  
Use relative clauses  
Use commas for clauses  
Use brackets, dashes & commas for parenthesis  

Speaking & Listening by learning to  
Give well-structured explanations  
Command of Standard English  
Consider & evaluate different viewpoints  
Use appropriate register 

 

 

Mathematics: During Year 5, pupils will build upon previous learning and develop their understanding in:  

 
Number/Calculation by learning to  

Secure place value to 1,000,000  
Use negative whole numbers in context  
Use Roman numerals to 1000 (M)  
Use standard written methods for all four opera-

tions  
Confidently add & subtract mentally  
Use vocabulary of prime, factor & multiple  
Multiply & divide by powers of ten  
Use square and cube numbers 

  
 

Geometry & Measures by learning to 

Convert between different units  
Calculate perimeter of composite shapes & area 

of rectangles  
Estimate volume & capacity  
Identify 3-d shapes  
Measure & identify angles  
Understand regular polygons Reflect & translate 

shapes  
Data by learning to 

Interpret tables & line graphs  
Solve questions about line graphs 

Fractions by learning to 
Compare & order fractions  
Add & subtract fractions with common denomi-

nators, with mixed numbers  
Multiply fractions by units  
Write decimals as fractions  
Order & round decimal numbers  
Link percentages to fractions & decimals 

 



Science: During Year 5, pupils build upon previous learning and develop further their scientific knowledge, conceptual understanding and ability 

to work scientifically. They broaden their scientific view of the world around them and a deeper understanding of a wide range of scientific ideas by :  
 Planning enquiries, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary 

 Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision 

 Recording data and results using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, bar and line graphs and models 

 Reporting findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations of results and conclusions 

 Presenting finding in written form, displays and other presentations 

 Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests 

 Using simple models to describe scientific ideas 

 Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments 
 

Art and Design: During Year 5, pupils build upon previous learning and develop the ability to think critically and develop a more  

rigorous understanding of art and design. 
 

 Continue to progressively develop personal techniques including control and use of materials 

 Increasingly experiment through art with an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design 

 Create sketch books to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas, and collect visual material to help them to develop their ideas 

 Improve mastery of increasingly complex techniques through drawing, painting and sculpture with varying materials  

 Learn about the greatest artists, architects and designers in history 
 

Computing: During Year 5, pupils build upon previous learning and develop their computing skills whilst continuing to develop wider ICT skills 

across the curriculum. 
 Understand computer networks including the internet, how they can provide multiple services, such as the world wide web, and the opportunities they 

offer for collaboration and communication 

 Describe how internet search engines find and store data and be discerning in evaluating digital content  

 Respect individuals and intellectual property 
 

Design and Technology: During Year 5, pupils build upon previous learning and technical knowledge to develop their creativity and 

imagination. Pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ 
needs, wants and values. It also includes evaluating the end product. 
 Develop and use straightforward practical, maintenance and repair skills 

 Key events and turning points in design and technology such as the Industrial Revolution and how they have shaped the world we live in.  
 Learn about the major components of a balanced diet and how ingredients can be designed to create healthy meals 

 Basic cooking techniques and preparation of a variety of savoury dishes 



 Geography: During Year 5, pupils build upon previous learning, developing their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to 

enhance their locational and place knowledge by: 
 Understanding geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region or area of the United Kingdom, and 

a region or area of a European Country and a region or Area within North or South America 

 Further contrasting - European or North America or South America:  

 Locating the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe, North and South America and concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical 
and human characteristics, countries and major cities. 

 Exploring physical geography including climate zones, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes. 

 Exploring human Geography including types of economic activity and trade-links.  
 Using 8 compass points; 

 Beginning to use 4 figure co-ordinates to locate features on a map. 
 Undertaking field and map work 

 

History: During Year 5, pupils build upon previous learning and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. 

Pupils develop and understanding of historical concepts, the methods of historical enquiry and gain historical perspective by studying: 

 The achievements of the Earliest Civilisations - The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  
 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots, and The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 

 

French: During Year 5, pupils 3 pupils start to learn how to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech 

and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters by: 

 Speaking in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures 

 Developing accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases 

 Presenting ideas and information orally to a range of audiences 

 Reading carefully and showing understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

 

Music: During Year 5, pupils are engaged and inspired to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-

confidence, creativity and sense of achievement by: 
• Playing and performing in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voice and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, control and expression 
• Improvising and composing music using the inter-related dimensions of music separately and in combination 
• Listening with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
• Using and understanding the basics of staff and other musical notations 
• Appreciating and understandking a wide range of high quality live and recorded music from different traditions and from great musicians and composers 

Develop an understanding of the history of music 



 

PE: During Year 5, pupils become physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. They access o to compete in sport and other 

activities and learn to embed values such as fairness and respect by: 

• Using running, jumping, catching and throwing in isolation and combination 
• Playing competitive games at an appropriate level including football, netball, rounders, cricket, hockey, tennis 
• Applying basic principles suitable to these games for attacking and defending 
• Developing flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance through gymnastics and athletics 
• Performing dances using a range of movement patterns 
• Taking part in outdoor and adventurous activity challenges both individually and as part of a team 
• Comparing performances to previous ones to achieve their personal best 

 

RE: During Year 5, pupils study in a more systematic way Christianity and Judaism. Pupils will “learn about” and “learn from” religions and 

worldviews by: 

• Exploring how religious and other beliefs affect approaches to moral issues – “Beliefs in Action in the World”. 
• Exploring how religions and beliefs employ signs, symbols and the arts to express aspects of human nature “ Symbols and Religious expression”. 

 


