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Welcome to Fox Class… 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We would like to welcome you and your 
family to our class and we hope that this is the 
start of a relationship that lasts for many 
years.   
 
For each child the step-up from home to 
school is a very important one.  We want your 
child to settle quickly into a happy, productive 
school life. We hope this booklet offers you an 
insight into what we do and how you can 
support your child’s learning journey through 
that vital home school partnership. 
 
Our class work and play alongside Hawks 
Class, a mixed Y1/2 class. We share learning 
themes and our learning environment. There 
are lots of opportunities for collaborative 
learning and teaching amongst pupils and 
adults which, has greatly strengthened the 
transition for pupils between Key Stages.  
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Staff 

Mrs Stephanie Cook Class Teacher 
 (Wednesday afternoon and all day 

Thursday and Friday) 
 
Miss Jessica Rydqvist Class Teacher 
 (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

morning) 
 
Mrs Jacky Dinnis    Higher Level Teaching Assistant 

(every morning) 
 
Mrs Julie Milne Teaching Assistant  

(every afternoon) 
 
Miss Leah Bowden Hawks Class Teacher 

Your child will quickly get to know her, 
which is a great aid for future transition. 

 
Mr Matt Harrison Our music teacher, who visits every 

Thursday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

What is the Early Years Foundation 
Stage? 

 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the National provision for two to 
five year old children. It starts with Pre-schools or Nurseries and finishes in the 
Reception Year of the Primary School. 
 

The Curriculum 
The Foundation Stage consists of 7 areas of learning and development: 
 

 Communication and Language (Prime area)      

 Physical Development (Prime area)         

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Prime area)  

 Literacy (Secondary area)      

 Mathematics (Secondary area)              

 Understanding the World (Secondary area)         

 Expressive Arts and Design (Secondary area) 

These are the areas your child will learn through in Reception. There will be a 
central shared theme for every half-term, across our class and Hawks Class, 
that learning opportunites will be created around.  
 

Play 
Each area of learning and development must be implemented through 
planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated 
activity. Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence 
as they learn to explore, to think about problems, and relate to others. 
Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which is 
guided by adults.  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

The EYFS Profile 

As soon as we meet your child we begin to make informal assessments. Whilst 
they are learning with us we make further, more specific observations about 
their abilities, skills and progress.  
 
These are recorded onto stickers and stuck into a booklet called The Early 
Years Foundation Stage Profile (Learning Journey). 
 
We hold three individual meetings with you (towards the end of each term) to 
discuss your child’s ‘Early Years Foundation Stage Profile’ (Learning Journey) as 
well as their overall progress. 
 
Your child’s Learning Journey is stored in the classroom and is always 
accessible for you to view. 
 
Further information can be found here: 
www.gov.uk/governement/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-
handbook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.gov.uk/governement/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook
http://www.gov.uk/governement/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook


 
 

Getting ready for Year 1 
 
 

In Year 1, your child will start to follow the Key Stage 1 National Curriculum 
through a blended curriculum. This means a central theme, e.g. Space, through 
which we will cover the following subject areas: 
 

 English (Core subject)        

 Mathematics (Core subject)         

 Science (Core subject)            

 Computing      

 Art                  

 Design Technology       

 Geography         

 History       

 Music                    

 Physical Education 

 

In addition we cover the following subjects:     

 Personal, Social and Health Education          

 
As children grow older, and as their development allows, it is expected that the 
balance will gradually shift towards more activities led by adults, to help 
children prepare for more formal learning, ready for Year 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Our Learning Themes… 

 
We have a central theme for each half-term. Themes are planned in 

collaboration with the pupils and their interests and in response to their 

learning needs. Within the theme there will be opportunities to develop mini 

topics based on the children's interests and experiences. You will receive 

details about each up-coming theme the week before each school holiday. 

Details will also be available on the school website: 

www.lewannick.cornwall.sch.uk  

Here is an example of some of the themes we have covered: 

Autumn 1 

Ourselves 

My Family 

Homes 

Senses 

My body 

Birthdays 

Being safe 

 Diwali

Autumn 2 

Festivals & 

Celebration

s 

Bonfire 

Night 

Food 

Autumn 

Christmas 

 

Spring 1 

Winter 

Snow 

Melting 

Toys 

Chinese 

 New Year

Spring 2 

Animal 

Kingdom  

Minibeasts 

Habitats 

Under the 

sea 

Growth 

Farms 

 Easter

Summer 1 

Journeys 

Transport 

People 

who help 

us 

 Noah’s Ark

Summer 2 

Holidays  

The beach 

Water 

safety 

Where I 

live  

around the 

 world

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lewannick.cornwall.sch.uk/


 

A typical day… 

 
From 8.45am Mrs Cook/Mrs Dinnis will be ready to greet you at the classroom 
doors. This gives us the chance to welcome children individually and talk briefly 
to parents.  Please let us know if there are any problems or notable situations 
at home as this often helps us to deal with your child with better 
understanding at such times.   
 
At 9am school begins with registration in classes. Children then take part in 
planned activities. The morning session is mainly taken up with 
Communication and Language, Mathematics and Physical Development tasks 
that are enriched with various practical child-initiated activities that support 
the EYFS curriculum.  
 
Playtime is 10.30-10.45 am. Children may take a healthy snack out to play or 
buy something from our school tuck shop. Fairtrade options are available daily.  
 

Lunchtime is 11.45-1pm. You can choose whether to give them a packed lunch 
or to order a school dinner.  Currently the government fund Universal Free 
School Meals for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.  You do not have to 
stick to one of these options all the time, but can choose from day to day.  
After lunch, children play outside together. 
 
Afternoons start at 1pm. Lots of own learning choice takes place, as well as, 
teacher-led learning. We have playtime 2-2.15pm. The day frequently ends 
with a stories, songs and Circle Time. 
 
3.15pm is home time. Please be ready to receive your child at the classroom 
doors. We take great care to dismiss children only to their parents or other 
regular carers, so if someone different will be collecting your child it is 
important to let us know.  You can tell us at the beginning of the day verbally, 
send in a note or telephone if your arrangements change at short notice.   
 
 
 



 
Home-School Partnership 

 
We know that as parents you have already played a crucially important role in 
your child’s development.  You have a wealth of knowledge and understanding 
about your child and we aim to build on this as your child continues their 
learning journey.  
 
The learning journey is a home-school partnership which you as parents and 
carers can play a role in. 
 

You will find a pack of post-it-notes in your pack.  These are 
for you to jot down any major breakthroughs or learning 
steps which your child makes outside of school.  This can 
help us to get a whole, rounded picture of what your child is 
capable of.  

These notes could be something like ‘rode a bike without stabilisers’ or a quote 
which shows your child has absorbed new information and is using this outside 
of school, for example ‘look, there are 5 circles on the car, 4 are the wheels 
and one is the steering wheel’.  These can then be handed into school and will 
be included as part of your child’s journey throughout the Foundation Stage. 
Please start using them over the holidays and bring into to school in 
September.  
 
We value our relationship with parents and carers highly and will do our best 
to include you in your child’s exciting learning journey.  You, as parents/carers, 
are children’s first and most important educators and you will always continue 
to play a crucial role in their development. The interest you take in your child’s 
education, the support you offer and the value you place upon it, are vital to 
your child’s success. 
 
Please note that during the day all external doors cannot be opened from the 
outside, however a member of staff will be available to open a door if 
necessary.  If you need to enter the school for any reason you need to come to 
the main entrance. 
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=post-it-notes&hl=en&sa=X&rlz=1W1PRFA_en&biw=1093&bih=471&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=ES30mhvt9x0IRM:&imgrefurl=http://derickmathew.blogspot.com/2010/07/those-little-post-it-notes.html&docid=8oK456kxJWbHMM&w=1280&h=853&ei=ckyTToD6IciO8gO2_qET&zoom=1


 
 
 
There are regular opportunities throughout the year for parents to come into 
the school and talk with teachers and other staff but our day-to-day contact 
with parents is our most important means of communication. Please talk to us 
immediately if you have any concerns.  If you need more than a few words at 
the beginning or end of the day, we will arrange a convenient time. If you are 
working and do not bring your child to school, please send in a note and we 
will telephone you to talk through any problems. 
 
Many parents help out at the school and this is one of the best ways of being 
involved in your child’s education.  Parents who cannot help in school because 
they have younger children or because they work, may like to help in other 
ways. If you have any particular talent that you feel would benefit the children, 
we would love to hear from you! 
 
You can make a contribution to the school and the children by getting involved 
in our PTFA. This group has a social and fundraising role. 
 
You may also like to think about becoming a Governor when vacancies arise! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Homework 
 

Homework is less formal for Reception as the school day can be physically, 
mentally and emotionally exhausting. However, there are things you can do at 
home that are very helpful, especially in the early stages. 
 
You can support and encourage by talking about school and reinforcing the 
positives of behaviour and learning. You can share and promote enthusiasm 
for learning by making it fun rather than a chore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first home learning activity children will bring home will be a library book 
for you to share together 
 
You can increase your child’s confidence and self-esteem by working on a 
range of independence skills, preferably before they formally start school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Supporting Learning at Home 
 

Starting school is a big step for your child and we hope to make this transition 
as smooth and problem free as we can.  As parents you can help by 
encouraging the following independence skills: 

 Be able to express their needs appropriately 
 Use the toilet independently and wash and dry hands 
 Blow their nose 
 Sit up at a table 
 Use a knife, fork and spoon correctly 
 Eat their packed lunch properly 
 Dress and undress themselves 
 Dry themselves after swimming 
 Sit quietly 
 Listen to a story or a piece of music 
 Wait patiently 
 Share a book 
 Share and take turns 
 Tidy up things they have used 
 Say goodbye with a smile when left by parent/carer 
 Pronounce commonly used words correctly  

 
You could also practice these activities at home to improve your child’s co-
ordination: 
 

 Holding a pencil correctly 
 Colouring in accurately 
 Using scissors 
 Using glue and paint carefully 
 Hopping, skipping, balancing, running, jumping and kicking a ball 
 Catching and throwing a ball 
 Tying shoe laces 
 Peeling fruit 
 Drawing straight and curvy lines 
 Playing board and matching games 
 Completing jigsaws 
 Playing ‘I Spy’ 
 Playing ‘spot the difference’, snap and dot to dot games 

 
Look for opportunities to apply and consolidate simple skills such as observing, 
counting, pointing out labels and words as communicators of meaning, sharing 
books and pictures and talking and listening with your child. 



Getting ready for Year 1… 
 

As your child moves through the final months of the Foundation Stage they 
may be ready to take part in more formal learning activities.  Research has 
shown that starting too early can damage future progress. Children are ready 
at different ages. We aim to catch the right moment for your child. 
 

LITERACY 
 

 Speaking and Listening 
Children need to be able to speak clearly and listen carefully to appreciate 
words and therefore read and finally write. Encourage your child to complete 
sentences, avoiding baby talk. 
 
If your child is having pronunciation problems or receiving speech therapy 
please let the teacher know as soon as possible. 

 
Encourage your child to listen and respond to simple instructions. Get them to 
identify the sounds around them.  Help them distinguish between similar 
sounds and words. Let them appreciate silence.   

 

 Learning to recognise letter by shape and sound 
Letter sounds will be introduced to your child. They will be asked to listen for 
the sounds in the order they occur in regular words. They will also start to 
break words down into their individual sounds for spelling. 
 
They will bring home a ‘letter sounds’ game to play with you at home.  Letter 
sound example: ‘c’ is learnt as the sound at the beginning of ‘cat’.  We do not 
learn the letters as they sound in the alphabet.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Reading 
Children love having stories read to them. To help your child foster a love of 
books, take time to enjoy stories together. Why not introduce your child to the 
public library? 
 
Once a child has mastered some good speaking and listening skills they will 
start matching sounds to written letters and words. Phonics is the art of 
recognising the individual sounds that make up words. Sounds may consist of 
one or more letters. These are called phonemes. Graphemes are the written 
letters that make the sounds. Letters have a name as heard in the alphabet but 
letters can make more than one sound. We will be introducing the different 
sounds through our phonics programme. 
 
Early recognition of words is mainly through breaking them up into sounds. In 
the English language there are a number of words that have to be sight read 
because they do not follow the rules of phonics. Your child will be introduced 
to high frequency sight words that will help their reading. Children can often 
decipher words by using clues from the pictures in their books or the context 
of the story. All these strategies build up their reading skills. With early reading 
do encourage your child to follow words with their finger as they say them. 
This helps them to match the word shapes with the spoken word. Look for 
words within words. Encourage them to have a go at decoding words they are 
stuck on. 
 
Draw attention to any of the ‘tricky words’ or high frequency sight words they 
may be working on (these will be sent home once your child starts phonic 
sessions). Many books are written with repetitive text to promote confidence. 
Watch out for children with good memories who read the words ‘parrot 
fashion’ rather than matching individual words and sounds. Ask questions 
about the text and pictures to make sure your child understands what they are 
reading. 
 
Not all children learn to read at the same time.  We value your help in hearing 
your child read at home every night.  Your child will bring home a book 
together with a Home/School reading booklet inviting parent’s comments and 
their own comments.  Please take time to write in the booklet so we know how 
your child is getting on with their reading at home. 
 
 
 



 Writing 
Gradually children start to make marks, often through their play activities, 
which as they mature, will develop through emergent writing stages to 
accurate writing of words, then sentences and finally full pieces of text. Good 
quality reading and listening experiences lead to imaginative, interesting and 
detailed writing. Good writing depends on both technical and creative skills. 
Children are more willing to write if they are inspired or if they see a purpose. 
 
Many children start quite early with writing their own name. This should be in 
lower case letters except the starting capital. When children are learning the 
graphemes to match a sound we also look at how we write the letters so that 
later on they can move easily to cursive (joined) writing. We introduce children 
to both capital and lower case forms. We start with print and introduce the 
four main joins by the time they move into Year 3. Although knowing the 
alphabet is useful we start by looking at letter sounds and formation rather 
than order. We also introduce spelling of high frequency words in a usage-
graded order. Punctuation and early grammar is introduced informally by 
example from shared texts. Specific teaching comes in Years 1 and 2. We do 
encourage full stops in the Foundation Stage when a child is ready to write.  
We often model sentences for younger children. 
 
Helping your child to write letters – use the dot as a starting point and follow 
the arrow. 

We use the same letter formation for left and right handed children. 
 
 



MATHEMATICS 
Children eventually recognise that numbers and shapes can help them to 
discuss situations and solve simple problems. There are many ways you can 
reinforce numeracy skills at home through shopping, cooking, counting, 
ordering, drawing, looking at things around you, playing games, sharing things 
into halves & quarters, matching, using scales, estimating, playing with water 
containers, comparing and number spotting etc. Here are some of the skills 
your child will be working on throughout their reception year and into key 
stage one: 
 

 Counting and Numbers 
Counting to ten, then twenty, recognising numerals, putting numbers in the 
correct order. Matching numbers with objects, counting one more and one 
less. Beginning to use the language and idea of adding and taking away. 
 

 Shape & Measure 
Beginning to recognise basic shapes and simple features. Beginning to measure 
with non-standard units. Using the language of comparing. Beginning to use 
the language of location and direction. Recognising and continuing simple 
patterns. 
 
Helping your child to write numbers – use the dot as a starting point and follow 
the arrow. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What does your child need? 
 

Book bags  
These contain reading books, a reading diary and messages such as newsletters 
and ideas for activities to do at home. Please check and de-clutter bags 
regularly. Good quality book bags can usually hold all the things your child 
needs for the day (not lunchboxes), and can avoid the struggle of an additional 
bag to carry and organise.  We would recommend not sending in an additional 
bag (ruck-sac) during this year. 
 
Outdoor Learning 
Wellies and waterproofs for wet weather. Sunhat, glasses and suncream for 
hot/sunny weather. 
 
P.E.                                                                     
A drawstring bag with your child’s name clearly labelled is kept at school all the 
time and hangs on their peg.  Please ensure your child has the correct kit: 

white t-shirt, a pair of black shorts, track suit bottoms, track suit top and socks. 
Please provide a spare hairband that can be kept in their bag, if their hair is 
long.  PE kits are sent home each half-term, so they can be washed.  Young 
children’s feet grow extremely quickly so please check whether their trainers 
fit when the kit is sent home.   
 
We do have a small supply of spare uniform, but we recommend storing spare 
socks and knickers/pants in your child’s P.E bag for accidents. 
 
 
Water bottle                                                        
Please send a named water bottle into school for your child to use through the 
day. We will send them home every Friday. 
 
 
Please clearly name all of your child’s belongings. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 



Other Important Information 
 
Newsletters 
Whole school newsletters and separate class newsletters are sent home every 
Friday. Copies of these are also available on the school website. 
 
Health 
When your child starts school, you will find that he or she is quite tired at the 
end of their day.  This is quite natural and to be expected. 
 
At home with Mum or Dad is the best place for a child who does not feel well.  
You know your child and will be able to judge the best course of action to take.  
Here are some guidelines to help you: 
 

 No child should attend with a temperature. 
 Gastric upsets need at least 48 hours for recovery after the last bout of 

diarrhoea or sickness.  If children return to school too early they bring the 
infection with them and their resistance is low. 

 Conjunctivitis is extremely contagious and should be treated before the 
child returns to school. 

 Children on antibiotics should really be at home unless the doctor advises 
otherwise.  In some cases, medicines prescribed by your GP can be 
administered at school, but we have to follow strict procedures for this.  
Forms need to be completed to give permission and medicines handed to 
the school office.  Medicines are kept in the fridge in the staffroom and not 
the classrooms. 

 The school should be notified of any infectious illness so that other parents 
can be warned. 

 If you find your child has head lice, please report the case to school. 
 It is school policy to contact parents if a child is unwell at school or has an 

injury that may require medical attention. 
 If your child is not well enough to attend school, we would be grateful if 

you could inform us by telephone between 8.30 and 8.50 a.m 
 
Asthma 
It is important that children who suffer from asthma have access to their own 
inhalers at any time and we arrange with each child where they will be kept.  
Please talk to us about your child’s particular needs. 
 



Toys 
Some children feel more secure when they first start school if they bring in a 
small toy or comforter for the first few weeks. Parents and children do need to 
accept, however, that these sometimes get lost or broken, so please do not 
send in anything too precious.  Toys are kept in their bag and we explain to 
children that they must only play with their own toys – they must not play with 
other children’s things without permission.  Please do not send in anything 
that will not fit in their bag. 
 
Uniform 
 

Winter 

 

Summer 

 
jade green sweatshirt or cardigan 

white or green polo shirt 

white blouse or shirt 

black / grey trousers 

black / grey skirt 

sensible shoes (black and flat) 

black trainers acceptable 

black/grey/white socks or tights 

jade green sweatshirt or cardigan 

white or green polo shirt 

white blouse or shirt 

black / grey trousers 

black / grey skirt 

jade gingham or stripe dress 

black/ grey shorts 

every child should have a sun hat 

if summer sandals are worn, they 
must be substantial, flat and have 
a back strap. 

No jelly shoes or flip flops 

Grey/black/white socks 

 
 
Please label all you child’s clothes clearly with permanent marker or a name 
tape. This helps us to return them if your child misplaces a part of their 
clothing during the day. 

 
 

 


